Below you will find a sample essay assignment appropriate to this course.  Following the directions and specific sample essay topic you will find two examples of essay addressing this topic written by former students in this class.  Each sample essay also contains my comments and the grade I assigned to it.

PHIL 3510: Ancient Philosophy
Sample Essay Assignment
Directions: Write a clear, consistent, coherent, and comprehensive argumentative essay of approximately 700 words on the topic given below.  Take the rather broad topic given as a challenge to demonstrate not only the depth of your knowledge of what you've studied so far, but also as a way of demonstrating your ability to focus on relevant issues, to explain significant problems, to define key terms, to respond to the most important objection(s) to your important claims, and to generally engage and apply our classroom and textual material. Do the best that you can with the material that you have and the skills that you've learned so far.  Assume your audience is generally intelligent, but ignorant of the content of this particular course. This is not a “research paper.”  Use only the resources assigned in this class.

Topic: In his Republic Plato seems to be arguing in favor of elitism, i.e., rule by a select few.  Would you not gladly submit yourself to the elite (best trained, etc.) in other fields, say, medicine or education?  Or would you rather be governed by the first twenty names in the Miami phone book?  What's to be said for and against Plato’s view?  In other words, develop an argument wherein you support a position on the question as to whether Plato was right about a form of elitism being the best form of government.

___________________________________________________________________________________

SAMPLE STUDENT ESSAY #1


How best to govern people is a question that has pervaded most societies. Whether the form of government is a democracy, aristocracy, or autocracy- 
the question of what type of government is the best form has continuously been asked. According to Plato’s Republic 
the best form of government is one in which the few elite rule. Yet, I believe that it is better to be ruled by the first twenty names that are found in the phone book, than by one elite group
. Handing vast amounts of power to such a small, non-representative group does not ensure the endurance of that society. 


Having the elite rule separates the people rather than unites them 
serving only to magnify the barriers that divide them. For example, Plato’s noble lie divides the people into three groups: the rulers- 
who are mixed with gold, the auxiliaries-
 who are mixed with silver, and the craftsmen- 
who are mixed with iron and bronze (Reeve and Miller, 165). 
These subtle distinctions in metals serve as boundaries that ensure that the people will not stray away from their given metals. While functional in Plato’s idyllic city, this separation system in real life is destined for revolt.  In reality, the craftsmen’s ambition would drive them to strive for power, and would be met with opposition from the elite. This constant battle would eventually hinder the prosperity of the city leading to its demise. The realization of this social constraint would create something similar to a “glass ceiling” for the members of this society.  The members would be able to see all the potential opportunities they could have
, but once they tried to pursue them they would be prohibited by an invisible barrier forcing them to stay where they are. 


A government that is comprised of just an elite group of society is not representative of the people not only in their proportion but also in their backgrounds. How can the philosopher/rulers truly represent the craftsmen and their wishes, when the rulers have led such different lives?
 Many governments, like the one in Colombia, have this problem where a few elite are in power and the majority of the poor masses are practically unrepresented. This has led to increasing tensions between both groups and hindered the country’s prosperity. Those who feel unrepresented want change and the only way to acquire that change is through groups like the FARC (Armed Revolutionary Forces of Colombia) who promise the underprivileged power and retribution for those who have oppressed them. The 2006 election of Bolivian President Evo Morales is a perfect example of the majority choosing a leader that actually represents them. President Morales is indigenous, like the majority of the Bolivian population, making him acutely aware of the problems the masses are faced with. Having an elite group as the leader of government creates a government that is far removed from the reality of the majority. 


Plato’s rulers are the results of years of education that enables them to be the great leaders they are supposed to be. Plato believes that once the philosopher
 have concluded their studies at the age of fifty, they will know what is beneficial for the city and be able to rule accordingly (Reeves and Miller, 210). 
Yet, whether or not education translates to competency, as a ruler is debatable. For example, after years of education and practice it is not implausible that the best surgeon can commit malpractice. Being educated is not a safeguard ensuring a competent government. The ruler/philosophers of the kallipolis are not allowed to own private property or acquire wealth. If this tenet of Plato’s ideal is removed, the chances that the rulers are going to look out for the greater good of those that are beneath them are diminished considerably.  


In order to create a government that is best suited to represent its constituents, it is the majority of the people that should be considered 
not a minority. Having a ruling minority creates the opportunity for revolt, discrimination, and inefficiency. Just because a small group has been fortunate enough to have been born to privilege does not mean that others are less deserving. The philosophers’ opportunity to receive such a comprehensive education does not guarantee success. In confining the majority who is not as fortunate, the city loses the opportunity to prosper. The best government is one in which the majority of the people are represented, not the minority. 

I certify that I am the author of this paper and that any assistance I received in its preparation is fully acknowledged and disclosed in the paper.  I have also cited any sources from which I used data, ideas, or words, either quoted directly or paraphrased.  I also certify that this paper was prepared specifically by me for this course.
Works Cited

Reeve, C.D.C. and Patrick Lee Miller, eds. Introductory Readings in Ancient Greek and Roman Philosophy. Indianapolis, IN: Hackett Publishing Company, Inc, 2006.
Mr. or Ms. Sample Student #1:
This essay was generally nicely written and well-argued.  Your argument would have been strengthened had you responded to Plato’s rebuttal of your claims.

Contact me should you have questions.

Grade: A-

Ben Mulvey

____________________________________________________________________________________

SAMPLE STUDENT ESSAY #2

In 
Plato’s Republic he
 creates a society that is ruled by the elite. He
 views 
that those who are the most intelligent should be the ones who rule. The society Plato created was divided into three separate groups: the workers, the auxiliaries, and the rulers.  The workers worked as shoemakers, blacksmiths, etc., the guardians protected the city, and the rulers were the best of the guardians. The setup of his society proves to be logical because those who are the most intellectual and capable were those who ruled. In our current society we submit ourselves to the elite,
 not only in government but also in other everyday matters. This is the best way to live because if not we would have people doing things for us who have no idea what they are doing.


Plato’s view that the elite should rule is something that we use today
. When someone needs to go to a doctor they go to a person who has specialized in the field of medicine not someone off the street who has no idea what he or she is doing. They choose a person who is intellectual 
in a specific field because they know that this person will do what they want, in the right way. The people turn to the elite because the elite are those who are knowledgeable. The elite are the ones with the answers. 


 The rulers that Plato speaks of in the republic
 are concerned with “what is most advantageous for the city” (Reeve and Miller 163). In our government today we try to choose those who will do what is best for the people 
but sometimes it does not turn out the way we plan. Plato’s society is perfect;
 it is where people do not question or rebel against the rulers but listen and follow to what they say, because they know that they are the ones with knowledge. Today those who govern us are like putting a worker from Plato’s society into the ruler position. They don’t do not do what is advantageous for the people but what is advantageous for themselves. This form of government would be the best form but it is not real
. It was created from the mind of Plato. The government we have today is a democratic republic. In our government today the elite do not appoint themselves as rulers but the people choose certain ones to represent them. The rulers in our society try to do what the voters tell them too
. In Plato’s society the people lived there 
lives and the rulers made the decisions about what was best for the city.


Although Plato created the perfect society there are flaws that can occur. Elitism is not always the best form of government because corruption can come with power. The elite will do what is advantageous for themselves because they have the opportunity to do it. The society that Plato created prevented the guardians and the rulers from owning property and getting married. He did this so that the rulers could not be corrupted with money and have a desire to have more. The rulers in his society did not desire materialistic things but desired safety and happiness for their city.
 Elitism is also flawed because it excludes the thoughts and ideas of everyone else.  Everyone else’s opinion does not matter because they do not have the knowledge to make any decisions. This is something that the people will not be fond of because since they live by their desires, if one is not fulfilled by the rulers then they can become frustrated and question the rulers authority and their wisdom. 


Plato’s elitism theory proves to be logical because it is what the people want. 
The people want the elite to do things for them 
not ignorant people. Intelligence is what makes the rulers the elite. Without their intelligence they would be left with a desire for what is advantageous for themselves. Although elitism can be beneficial at times it may cause corruption and this is something society does not want.

Works Cited

Reeve, C.D.C, and Patrick Lee Miller. Introductory Readings in Ancient Greek and Roman Philosophy. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 2006. Print.

I certify that I am the author of this paper and that any assistance I received in its preparation is fully acknowledged and disclosed in the paper.  I have also cited any sources from which I used data, ideas, or words, either quoted directly or paraphrased.  I also certify that this paper was prepared specifically by me for this course.

Mr. or Ms. Sample Student #2:
The major problem here is that I just didn’t know what your thesis was.  At the beginning of your essay you said, referring to Plato’s ideal city, “This is the best way to live.”  But you seem to say something different when you claim, “This form of government would be the best form but it is not real,” and when you say, “Elitism is not always the best form of government because corruption can come with power,” and when you say, “Elitism is also flawed because….”  Which is it?

You also seem to offer contradictory claims as to what people might want when you say, “Plato’s elitism theory proves to be logical because it is what the people want,” while at the same time claiming that “Although elitism can be beneficial at times it may cause corruption and this is something society does not want”  Again, which is it?

Finally, you claim that “Plato’s view that the elite should rule is something that we use today.”  But this is not correct.  We don’t have such a form of government as Plato advocates.

Contact me should you have questions.

Grade: C+

Ben Mulvey

�Comma.


�Comma.


�Good thesis statement.


�Comma.


�No punctuation.


�#5


�#5


�Citation.  (Vaughn, Rule 6-3, pp.101, 138-145.)


�How would Plato respond to this charge?


�(1) Avoid rhetorical questions in these essays.  Your reader may well answer them differently than you would hope.  State your claims directly.  (2) How does Plato respond to this?


�This doesn’t seem to be  a problem for Plato.  Why not?


�Plural.


�#8


�Comma.


�Delete.


�Delete.


�Pronoun reference.  (Vaughn, Rule 7-8, pp.115-117.)


�Wrong word.


�We do?


�We don’t use this system in our form of government.  As we discussed in class, there are only citizenship and age requirements to hold office in the in the U.S.


�Wrong word.  (Vaughn, Rule 8-6, pp.121-123.)


�Publication titles should be underlined or italicized.


�Comma.


�Period.  New sentence.


�Which form?  You lost me.


�Wrong word.  (Vaughn, Rule 8-6, pp.121-123.)


�#12


�Cite your sources!


�So how is Plato’s system flawed?  Doesn’t he have answers to yourobjections?


�How does Plato respond to this objection?


�You’ve lost me again.  I don’t know what thesis you are arguing for.


�Comma.


�Again, what is your  thesis?


�Citation.  (Vaughn, Rule 6-3, pp.101, 138-145.)
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